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KM5PO-KI5EMN

2022

10 GHz and Up Rove

1st contest weekend report 

and 2nd contest weekend plan

Sept. 17 & 18
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First weekend 

• Saturday started out near Henrietta EM03wr at a truck rest stop
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First weekend 

• Activating EM03vw/EM04xc/EM13fx/EM14fe – got BBQ in Ringling, OK
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First weekend 

• At EM14gh near Graham TX we heard all callers on RS and had a storm on us.

• Moving on to the last stop near Turner Falls, thunderstorms shut us down.
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First weekend 

• On Sunday we found ourselves (in 

Ardmore OK) under a large rain 

system.

• We rode south in heavy downpours 

across the Red River seeking the first 

location we could activate which 

turned out to be EM13il near Era TX.

• We quickly set up and felt raindrops 

but managed to work all stations on 

frequency via RS.

• We packed up with rain falling and 

wrapped up exposed dish/radio 

equipment with a tarp and gently 

moved down the road eastward.

At EM13il working WQ5S Brad in 

EM02hq – 214km

Sunday 8/21 -

6 am Radar 
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First weekend 

• Surfing the storm front. 

Sunday 8/21 -10:30 am Radar 

We are driving east along the front but 

locations in EM13 are rained out.

Sunday 8/21 -2:30 pm Radar

Successful activations at Blue Ridge 

High School EM13th and Farmersville 

EM13td 
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First weekend 

Blue Ridge High School EM13th

Sunday 8/21 – in Farmersville - Paul 

working Brad WQ5S in EM03jh

Farmersville EM13td
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First weekend 

On the way to our final stop in EM12mq we 

got caught in a downpour for about 60 

seconds before we could secure the 

exposed equipment in the truck bed.

This led to about 30 minutes of drying out 

equipment and testing connections.

Discovered later was an accumulation of 

moisture in the 24 GHz sma-to-waveguide 

transition.

The final stop at EM12mq50 was successful 

with rainscatter contacts and we heard 

W5LUA on 24 GHz RS but could not make it 

2 way. Rain caused us to pack up and end 

the day.

Scores: 

KI5EMN: 7082 points

KM5PO: 7015 points
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The Plan for weekend #2

• We will use Brad’s (WQ5S) locations on Saturday and part of Sunday. 

• These are vetted very good locations with proven success in the past.

• Coordination will be on NTMS Slack

• Cell phone anytime (please text) KM5PO Jim 817-897-6476

• We will be set up at first location at 6 am CT

• KM5PO and KI5EMN are traveling together (double activations)

• Improvements since weekend 1:

• KI5EMN IF rig replaced with FT-290 (now he can read the frequency!)

• KM5PO IF rig replace with KX3-PX3 – rain shields installed 
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Location info

• Weekend 2 – some data corrected 9/10/22
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Saturday 9-17-22
Light blue colored route
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Sunday 9-18-22
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KI5EMN Rover

• 60cm prime focus dish with 5/10 GHz dual band feed.

• 10 GHz

– DEMI transverter, built in LNA, 3 watts output

– RADIALL SMA T/R relay

– GPS 10 MHz Reference

– DEMI sequencer & homebrew control box

– Yaesu FT-290 IF

– LiFePO4 24 Ah 12 volt battery
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KM5PO Rover

• 24” offset dish with homebrew 10/24 GHz feed.

• 10 GHz

– DB6NT transverter, DB6NT 12 watt amp

– W5LUA Preamp

– RADIALL SMA T/R relay

– 10 MHz OCXO continuously powered in transit

• 24 GHZ 

– DB6NT transverter, 1 watt output

– DB6NT LO, DB6NT LNA

– H.P. 33311 Coax switch

– 10 MHz OCXO continuously powered in transit

• Elecraft KX3 & PX3 panadaptor IF on 144 MHz
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KM5PO 10/24 GHz
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